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ST THOMAS THE APOSTLE NEWS 

Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 

The first half term of our academic year was a period of energetic study for all of our students, but 
now we find ourselves at the beginning of the Autumn Exam Season. Our Year 7 students recently  
completed their first Autumn Ranking Exams and they achieved some truly outstanding results. This 
was quite evident from the huge amount of beaming smiles from parents at their first parents evening 
at STAC.  
 

The Ranking and Mock Exams for the other year groups are fast approaching. 
 

Year 8 Ranking Exams  18th November – 22nd November 
Year 9 Ranking Exams   25th November- 29th November 
Year 10 Ranking Exams  2nd December- 6th December 
Year 11 Mock Exams    9th December -18th December 
 

I am sure you will help us in ensuring that each and every one of our students sitting their exams are 
as well prepared as possible 
 

On a very unfortunate and sad note, after a long battle with cancer one of our students, Christopher 
Ogbechie, has passed away.  
 

Christopher enrolled at STAC as part of our new intake of Year 7 students in September 2012. We  
quickly realised that he was an extremely mature and studious pupil. He was always very happy and 
his smile was very infectious. His character did not change over the years and through hard work and  
perseverance and evidently when quite unwell he achieved 11 GCSE’s including 2 A*’s, 3 A’s and 6 B’s. 
He entered our Sixth Form in 2017 and started his A-level studies. Unfortunately, Christopher was  
diagnosed with cancer at this time. He was insistent that his year group was not told about his illness 
so that he would not be treated any differently to the other students. Being the character that he was, 
and even whilst undergoing some very intensive and debilitating chemotherapy, Christopher  
completed his studies. So as not to jeopardise his results he was insistent with the medical staff that 
his treatment was done around his A-Level exams. Christopher achieved truly remarkable results for 
his A-levels- 1A*, 1A and 1C. He lost his battle on Friday 8th November. 
 

Christopher was a truly special individual who we are all lucky to have known. 
 

All of us in the STAC community would like to offer Christopher’s family our deepest felt condolences.  
 

Eternal rest grant unto Christopher, O Lord,  
And let perpetual light shine upon him.   Dr F. De-Allie      
May the soul of this faithful departed,   Assistant Headteacher 
Through the mercy of God, 
Rest in peace. 
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DATES FOR  
YOUR DIARY 

  Yr 10 Parental  
Workshop 

19.11.19 
 

Remember to also check 
the website  

regularly  

 
6th Form Opening 

Evening  
21.11.19 

 
Yr 11 Parental Workshop 

26.11.19 

 

INSET Day 
22.11.19 

Yr 8 Parents 
Evening 
12.12.19 
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As you will be aware, we had our Denominational Inspection (Section 48) by the Archdiocese of  
Southwark at the end of September. You can find a copy of the report on our website using the link  
below: 
 
https://www.stac.uk.com/news/section-48-inspection  
 
I am pleased to say that the school achieved an outstanding grading in every category. 
 
Please see summary of key findings below: 
 
 The school provides the highest quality Catholic education that is highly inclusive and safe. This al-

lows all pupils to flourish and to achieve their full potential whatever their talents, academic ability 
and social or ethnic background. 

 
 The excellent and mature behaviour of the pupils both in class and around the school contributes 

significantly to the outstanding attitudes to learning shown by the pupils. 
 
 Outstanding teaching has led to outstanding outcomes achieved by the pupils. As a result, progress 

made by the pupils is amongst the highest of any school in the country. 
 
 Outstanding Catholic leadership from the Headteacher together with his highly experienced Leader-

ship team have created a Catholic school of the highest quality. Leaders and Governors have created 
a shared vision, known and valued by each member of the school community. 

Everyone in our community should be rightly proud of our achievements, and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all the staff for their hard work, commitment and care, the parents for their  
continued support and trust, and most importantly our students for being excellent ambassadors for the 
school, their families’ and the local community. 
 
With Gods help, we will continue to provide an outstanding all-round education for all our students. 
 
Mr E. Connolly 
Headteacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Section 48 Inspection 

https://www.stac.uk.com/news/section-48-inspection
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On Friday 15th November Year 12 took part in a PwC employability workshop focusing on the students  
understanding the type of skills they need to develop.  The workshop is part of our drive to raise the 
employability skills and understanding for our 6th form students, which already involved being  
interviewed by HSBC managers, visits to UBS, talks by Pathway CTM. A report will appear in the next 
newsletter detailing the success of this event. 
 
Mr A. Todd 
Head of Business & Employability  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Tuesday the Year 12 English Literature students travelled up to North London for a special day of 
talks and lectures delivered by distinguished writers and professors. A particular favourite of the day 
was Raymond Antrobus, a London poet of Jamaican heritage, who as a deaf spoken-word artist has been 
performing poetry since 2007. Accompanying him was Theresea Lola, a British Nigerian poet who is  
currently the Young People's Laureate for London. When asked for volunteers from the audience to 
workshop an extract from Shakespeare, the STAC students were first in line! Victor Alayande, Isaiah 
Soetan-Balogun and Hameed Yahaya were applauded by the lecturers for their valuable contributions in 
bringing a difficult text alive. All three students stood as excellent representatives for the school. 
 
Mr R. Stott 
Teacher of English  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIXTH FORM NEWS 

PwC Back to School Tour at STAC  

Year 12 Literature Conference 
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It was a please to reward nineteen deserving students from Yr 12 with a trip to see the ATP World Tennis 
Finals at the O2 Arena. Students were selected on their impressive conduct and positive contribution 
over the first half term. The whole group are exceptional role models for their peers and younger STAC 
students and thoroughly deserved the opportunity to see a major sporting event and some of the 
world’s best players perform. Many of the students selected have volunteered to contribute to events for 
the benefit of others and epitomised the ‘STAC Spirit’ that makes our 6th Form a vibrant, ambitious and 
aspirational environment to study in. 
 
Mr J. Walter  
Head of 6th Form 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On the 6th November, the Year 13 Geographers 
spent the day at a lecture titled Geography in  
Action, and run by the Training Partnership. This 
day was aimed at all A-Level Geography students 
and consisted of five separate lectures delivered 
by university lecturers. Our students had the 
chance to listen to an engaging lecture led by Dr 
Alistair Pinkerton of the Royal Holloway University 
of London, which focused on Geopolitics and  
Superpowers. Students were particularly  
interested in the lecture on ancient carbon cycles 
which was led by Dr Kate Littler of the University of 
Exeter. The day rounded off with Benedict  
Allen, author and explorer, who guided the  
students through his worldwide discoveries and 
experiences off the beaten track.  
 
Miss N. Malam 
Head of Geography 
 
 
 
 
 

SIXTH FORM NEWS 

ATP World Tennis Finals Trip 

Yr 13 Geography in Action Lecture  
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Our economists have embarked on a number of different opportunities this half term. The week  
commencing 11th November was a particularly action packed week. On Monday, Year 13 were introduced 
to the mechanics of the financial system by Mr. Badenoch, who spent 20 years working in the City. This 
was followed by a lecture at the International Monetary Research Institute at the prestigious Royal  
Automobile Club in Pall Mall; where our sixth formers were able to listen and put forward their views on 
changes to Economic policy. This week was rounded off by a talk from an economist from the Bank of 
England who discussed their career path and the existing challenges that the Monetary Policy  
Committee are experiencing in keeping our economy afloat in Pre-Brexit Britain. 
 
Your enthusiasm, attentiveness and contributions have not gone unnoticed and we hope to see these in 
upcoming events!  
 
Mr U. Ba 
Head of Economics  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIXTH FORM NEWS 

Economics News  
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Every year in the week before the 11th November, pupils attend remembrance assemblies as part of our 
annual Poppy Appeal.  Each year, in delivering these assemblies, I always want to zoom in on a particular 
aspect of war or remembrance in order for our pupils to focus on something tangible.  Last year for  
example, I singled out Jack ’the lad’ Harvey, a local Peckham man who was awarded the Victoria Cross in 
World War One, as the main focus of our assemblies.  This year the assemblies focused on the fact that 
it is the 75th anniversary of the D-Day landings.  Taking over a year to plan, these monumental landings 
on the beaches of Normandy helped to end the war and liberate Europe.  It was a global effort, with  
numerous countries involved in the operation.  And so, on Monday 11th our school came together to  
observe the two minutes silence in honour of all those who played a vital part in the D-Day landings.  
Something I believe we could all take into our lives today are the words of Winston Churchill who once 
said, “If we are together nothing is impossible.  If we are divided all will fail.” 
 

Mr A. Vaughan 
Teacher of History 
 

 
 

 

Remembrance Day 
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On Friday 8th November, Mr Vaughan, Ms Hylton and four pupils visited the 
Demelza children’s hospice in Eltham. Last year as part of our charity efforts, 
we raised £2,000 which went towards enabling Demelza to purchase some 
much needed furniture. We visited the hospice last Friday to learn more about 
the work they do, and further ways we could support them this year. Here is 
Tyrell Smith’s account of his visit there last week: 
 

“When I went to Demelza, I realised the amazing work that they were doing for children and families.  I 
also saw how much the money we had raised during our last charities week, had benefitted them.  It was 
also clear how grateful everyone there was for our contributions.  You see, charity is an amazing thing.  
Whether it’s raising money, awareness or general help, we can support others and mould the earth into 
a happier place for everyone.  I hope that this year we go further to raise even more money than we did 
last year so that we can continue to assist places like Demelza in doing the remarkable work they do.” 
 
 

Tyrell Smith 
Year 9 Student  

Year 11 have careers interviews planned each week to help them understand the different pathways 
available to them and to provide guidance on their choices.  The highly qualified careers advisor meets 
the boys every Thursday and provides drop in sessions for the different year group.  Our aim is not only 
reduce the chance of any student not accessing employment or education in the future but also provide 
guidance on careers and the course and routes the students could take to reach their dream  

destination.  We have a number of platforms we use with the boys to help them understand their 
strengths and use these results to best advise.  If you have any queries or can offer support with work 
experience, company visits or mentoring, please let me know on a.todd@stac.southwark.sch.uk 
 
Mr A. Todd 
Head of Business & Employability  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trip to Demelza Children’s Hospice 

Yr 11 Careers Advice 

mailto:a.todd@stac.southwark.sch.uk
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The Year 9 Geography students enjoyed a visit to Kew Gardens on the 12th November. This formed part of their 
studies on Ecosystems, with students studying tropical rainforests and hot desert environments. Students visited 
the Temperate House, the Palm House, and the Princess of Wales Conservatory. All students were fascinated to see 
bananas grow, and how tall bamboos can reach. Students saw the adaptations of different species of cacti that 
they had been taught about in class. This fieldtrip will help the students in their upcoming ranking exams.  
 
Miss N. Malam 
Head of Geography  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the 4th November, 45 Year 11 Geographers visited the River Chess in Buckinghamshire. This trip 
formed the compulsory component of their physical geography fieldwork in which they will write about 
in their Paper 3 exam. Students investigated how the River Chess changed downstream, from its source 
to confluence point. Students were immersed in the primary data they collected and recorded both the 
width, depth, surface and internal velocity of the river at three different sites. Despite getting a little wet 
from being in the river, all students had a thoroughly enjoyable day.  
 
Miss N. Malam 
Head of Geography  
 
 
 

Yr 9 Trip to Kew Gardens 

Yr 11 River Chess Fieldtrip  
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Starting team: Issah Abdulkarim, Nathaniel Onwionoko, Daniel Adedoyin, Daniel Joseph, Alpha Kamara, 
Ben Mehmet, Milo Gray, Khary Mclean, Adedapo Olugbodi, Jonathan Sesay, Mikel Francis. 
 
1st half : 
We started kick off and played football in our own tempo and was holding possession of the ball. We 
started to play the ball in the middle where their best players were so they started to intercept the ball 
often. We learnt from our mistakes when they had the first shot , however Daniel Adedoyin made a good 
save to stop it from going in. When we understood we couldn't play the ball through the middle we 
started to play it to our wingers (Nathaniel and Khary) or our strikers (Adedapo and Jonathan) . Their 
keeper took a goal kick and Jonathan managed to intercept it so it was a 1 on 1 with the keeper and 
managed to place it bottom right. After we scored we started to play at their tempo and managed to  
allow them to score within 5 minutes of us scoring. Later we started to play the balls to the wingers who 
played it to the strikers who were unfortunately not able to score. They played a long goal kick which 
was won by Alpha, who drove it down the pitch from our box to outside their box and split in between 
two players and placed it bottom right to take the lead ( 2-1 ). Soon later Khary was battling with a  
person and was injured on his ankle. 
 
 
2nd half : 
Subs : Khary Mclean, Ben Mehmet, Ewan Gauci. 
 
St Thomas More started kick off and was playing the ball in their half. They pushed into our half and was 
tackled by Alpha. Alpha drove the ball up the pitch and gave it to Jonathan who had a shot but the  
goalkeeper saved it. Mikel covered for Alpha and won the ball back and cleared it up field which was  
deflected by their player for a corner kick. Jonathan took the corner which Milo was able to get a foot on 
and score bottom left to make it ( 3-1 ) . There was 15 minutes left of the game then Joel came on for Ben 
and Rhys came on for Khary. We soon thought it was over having the 2 goals lead until we started to 
push up and leave gaps in the middle where they soon punished us through to make it ( 3-2 ). Later we 
were starting to become complacent but also weary as there was 4 minutes left of the game. DJ won a 
header against a taller person and gave a through ball towards Jonathan who unfortunately couldn't 
make it in . We then gave away a free kick which was not needed outside the box and they scored  
making it (3-3) . 
 
Penalties: 
Jonathan Sesay:  was the first penalty taker who took it with confidence 
Opponents : scores 
Mikel Francis: He took the penalty with power and accuracy 
Opponents: scores 
Rhys Denton: He looks a bit nervous before taking but unfortunately hits the right post 
Opponent: scores 
Alpha Kamara: He is certain he is going to score and tells us where he is going and manages to pull it 
off. (confidence is key) 
Opponent: Ewan makes a great save to put us back on track  
Milo Gray: He smashes straight into the top left corner with a smile on his face 
Opponent: He does a long run up with skips to wind Ewan up however failed and was saved by Ewan to 
give us the win  
 
Man of the match went to Daniel Joseph. 
 
Well Done STAC for qualifying! 
 

Mr T. Shodunke 
Teacher of PE 
 

STAC vs St Thomas More 
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STAC Basketball Academy up and running with wins against Norwood and Sir Robert Woodward schools 
in a promising October run.  
 
See match reports below regarding our two wins in October in the Academy Basketball League Southern 
conference.  
 
St. Thomas the Apostle finished with a  71-68 away win over Norwood last Wednesday, who were led by 
Year 13 Nelson Adetuyole (21 points). A smooth start led to a 14 point lead in the first quarter, while  
Norwood struggled to convert most of their possessions, scoring just 6 points in the 1st quarter. The 
game continued the same into the 2nd where St. Thomas the Apostle carried on with their consistent 
scoring. Norwood improved on offence but no intensity on defence left them losing the quarter 16-11. 
Norwood started waking up on the 3rd quarter and raised the defence intensity, holding St.Thomas the 
Apostle In the second half but STAC, managed to keep the lead all the way and contained any fight back 
from the home team. In the last 5 min of the game, there was only a basket difference in the lead.  
However, St. Thomas the Apostle held their nerve and made crucial free throws down the stretch as Kofi 
Oppong hit 4 for 4 Freethrows to close out the game. 
 
 
St. Thomas the Apostle hosted Sir Robert Woodward in a closely fought game a few weeks back, with the 
home side getting a much needed 60-50 victory. STAC were led by second year player Nelson Adetuyole 
(18 points), after logging huge minutes, provided the hosts with much needed scoring and rebounding. L. 
Francis (24 points) of Sir Robert Woodward dominated most of the game but could not prevent his team 
suffer another loss in the Southern Conference as STAC finished the game strong in the fourth quarter. 
Year 10 Joel Chigbo helped spark that 22-5 fourth quarter run, with an 8-0 streak of his own, giving the 
hosts the win.  
 
Mr Abeleda has said that despite significant omissions to the squad, STAC have had a good start on 
court. He said “Whilst we have been missing a couple of big players, this has given some of the younger 
members of our squad such as Joel Chigbo and Josk Okyere opportunity and they have really took it. 
Nelson and Michael have led as the senior players but we’re really pleased with how the younger guys 
have helped us win close games. We are certainly building a programme to get excited about.”  
 
Mr J. Kliber  
Head of PE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STAC Basketball Academy  
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Please see David Benitez, Year 11 Languages Prefect for more information. 
 
Miss S. Khan  
Joint Head of MFL 

Members of STAC’s Gospel Choir and Big Band are hugely looking forward to their concert tour to  
Amsterdam next month. We have been working very hard to raise the funds necessary to take this  
exciting trip, but are now looking to find the final £1000! If you or any of your family or friends felt able 
to contribute an amount, no matter how small, please do so via the link or by scanning the QR code  
below. Thank you for your continued support.  
 

paypal.me/musictour            
 
Mr Parratt 
Head of Expressive Arts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MFL Challenge 

Year 7 MFL Weekly Challenge
My family

My family lives in London. I am 
11 years old. I have blue eyes 
and brown hair and I am very 
tall. However, my mum is short 
and she has black hair. My 
birthday is on the 2nd of 
November and I have curly 
hair like my father. I really like 
rabbits and studying. 

• Translate a passage from English to Italian 

or French

• A new passage will be published every 

Monday and the deadline is every Friday

• Send the translated passage to Miss Khan 

• The winner(s) will get a FREE LUNCH and 

an ACHIEVEMENT POINT

Fundraising for the Gospel Choir Tour 

https://www.paypal.com/paypalme/my/profile
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Mr L. Proust 
Maths Enrichment Coordinator  
 

Maths Corner 
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St Thomas the Apostle College 
Sport Extra-Curricular Timetable 2019-20 

All students are welcome to attend clubs for their respective year groups. They need PE kit including 
trainers, and swim wear including a towel for swim clubs. Thank you, The PE Department.  
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YEAR 7 
Cairo Chambers-Richards & Adrian Davis: For their great engagement in the house 
competitions.  
Ebemayet Bonga & Chinedu Agu: Excellent start to Maths in Year 7, fantastic  
presention and 100% effort given in class and homework. 
 
YEAR 8 
Oscar Andres Araque & Tobi Adelagun: For extra Memri tasks to revise for ranking 
in Maths. 
Michael Gbadebo, Aderemi Taiwo & Michael Oyewole: Excellent effort in RE  
lessons. 
Ladi Adeniyi-Williams: Outstanding behaviour in RE lessons. 
Oluwatobiloba Adelagun: For his excellent classwork and quality of his homework 
in French. 
Omari Mills-Francis: For his excellent participation in Italian.  
 
YEAR 9 
Abraham Dosso & Nathan Mensah: Within RE continuous excellent homework and 
great effort in lessons. 
Keaun Anderson Hoyte, Kijani Benskin & Josiah Fadipe: Very impressive quality of  
classwork and excellent effort in RE. 
Oluwatomiwa Agbolade: Highest mark in his class on his RE mock exam and for 
his unwavering commitment to his studies in English.  
Kelhija Kasanda: For his hard work in French and dedication to the subject. 
Joel Bryan-John, Kieran Christopher Cheyne, Franklyn Kosia, Tequan Leon and Julien  
Saunders: Most improved with attitude to learning in Maths and effort in class. 
Jamie Hearn-Townsend: For stand-out, consistently good focus and effort on Macbeth.  
Lalu Adeniyi-Williams: He is at the top of his class on This is Language this week (314 points). 
 
YEAR 10 
Romain Esse Joy: For his work ethich in his French lessons. 
Evander Adjei, Jeffers Agho, Gabriel Akena, Sheldon Akuffo, Samuel Aladesuru, Nduka Amakihe,  
Emmanuel Arhagba, Michael Asiedu-Adjekum, Santiago Benitez Campoverde, Alfie Bridle-Malyon, Elijah 
Brown, Abdul Calero-Sesay, David Diali, Fred Konan, Caspar Marke, Jaden McEwen, Kelly Oghosa 
Nowamagbe, Olamide Ogunjinmi, Jesse Ohwariovbe, Ekoyata Omoluogbe, Andrew Onaifo, Youeal Opoku, 
Kenzo Rambharose, Benjamin Rowland, Lamin Sesay: Really proactive in collecting RE revision guides. 
Malakai Callender: Fantastic start to Vocational Humanities.  
Nashaun Crosdale: For maintaining constant effort and making perceptive contributions in English.  
David Olapade: He is at the top of his class on This is Language this week (459 points). 
 
YEAR 11 
Stephen Odeleye, Stephen Dussan-Padilla & Valentin Csibi: For scoring highly in their end of unit  
assessment in History. 
Mohammed Bakkali, King Kevin Mensah and Randy Otoo: For achieving the best three grades of their 
class in their French writing weekly test. 
Joseph Rivera Almeida, Gabriel Lucas Silva De Souza, Ruben Tolentino Ferreira and Omarah  
Doumbia: Has started this term working hard for GCSE Maths and already since their first Maths exam 
has shown great promise and hard work and dedication to the subject. 
Anthony Richardson: He is at the top of his class on This is Language this week (198 points). 
Carols Barrios Rivera: Consistently excellent class work in English.  
Tamari Taylor: For his consistent efforts in analysing texts in English. 
Stephan Nginya: Highest score on his first English mock. 
Joseph Rivera-Almeida: Consistently high effort in English classes and a great positive mindset when  
approaching challenging tasks.  
 

Roll of Honour 
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YEAR 12 
Denishe Denton-Ashley: Successfully awarded place on K+ scheme, run by Kings 
College London. 
Cara Russell: Engagement in Generating Genius residential programme.  
Jesus Schoengut: For his participation in his French class. 
Trevor Okpe & Aiah Kaimondo: Excellent recall of knowledge in Geography. 
Ogechi Ogbonna-Dhave: She is at the top of her class on This is Language this 
week (600 points). 
Kumba Kabba & Benjamin Lawson: For putting in a lot of effort in Psychology. 
 

YEAR 13 
Kyeva Graham: For her last amazing grade in her Paper 2 essay writing. 
Emmanuel Nkume & Artie Chiota-Dube: Continual hard work on the  
non-examined assessment in Geography. 
Steven Burbano-Carchi: He is at the top of his class on This is Language this week 
(463 points). 
Tobias Ajudua: For improving and working really hard in Psychology. 
Enite Efole: For contributing good evaluation points in Psychology. 
 
 

Roll of Honour 
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Hollydale Rd, Nunhead, London, SE15 2EB    |    www.stac.uk.com    |    020 7639 0106 

 
 

Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children in our school is the  
responsibility of the whole school community. All adults working in this 
School (including visiting staff, volunteers and students on placement) 
are required to report instances of actual or suspected child abuse or 
neglect to the Designated Safeguarding Lead who is a member of the 

school’s  leadership team. 
 

The Designated Safeguarding Lead is:  
Mr C. Smart, Deputy Headteacher  

c.smart@stac.southwark.sch.uk   tel: 0207 639 0106 ext 2149 
 

The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead is: 
Mr A. Young,  Assistant Headteacher  

A.Young@stac.southwark.sch.uk   tel: 0207 639 0106 ext 2135 


