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Welcome
From The Headteacher
I am extremely proud to introduce our Sixth Form to you.

Students in
the Sixth Form see
themselves as
ambassadors for the
rest of the school
and in the wider
community.
(Ofsted)

Our mixed, outstanding and diverse Sixth Form is a place where futures are formed.
We take a traditional approach to our post-16 offering, the vast majority of our Sixth
Form students will study A Levels and go on to study at some of the best universities
in the UK and abroad, including Russell Group Universities and Oxbridge. Our
students have access to excellent careers guidance and we are proud of the diversity
of our destinations as some students choose not to attend university and instead
undertake competitive school leaver schemes and degree apprenticeships. A STAC
Sixth Former's experience includes partaking in enrichment activities in the
community, work experience placements across London and Higher Education
programmes in preparation for university.
Alongside our traditional curriculum, we take a modern and forward-looking
approach to our teaching. Our state-of-the-art facilities, integrated use of
technology and our unfaltering high expectations are unique features of our Sixth
Form, which have been carefully thought out to engage and stimulate all learners
whilst opening opportunities which will certainly shape their drive and ambition for
their future.
We do not just ensure outstanding results, we also focus on developing our students
as individuals, giving them the skills, qualities and attributes necessary to be lifelong
successful learners. We pride ourselves on a close working relationship between
students, staff and parents; supporting students through a challenging period of
their education with a rigorous pastoral and academic support structure.
I am sure you will be impressed by the purposeful, mature and business-like
atmosphere of the Sixth Form; the working environment, the sense of enjoyment
in the learning process and the strong focus on achievement. We warmly invite you
to join us.
Eamon Connolly
Headteacher
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Ethos

Life in the Sixth Form

The St Thomas the Apostle College Sixth Form presents
you with a unique opportunity to further your studies in a
ﬁrst-class learning environment. Whilst remaining a distinct
group of students, the Sixth Form is an extension of our
successful school and will continue the traditions of
‘Achieving Excellence with Care’.

When you join the Sixth Form at St Thomas the Apostle College, you will beneﬁt from the use of a dedicated common
room, which includes space for independent learning and private study.

STAC students and staff work together to ensure that every
student fulﬁls their potential. Our attention to personal
development and outstanding academic achievement
enables our students to progress to Higher Education and
successful future careers.
As a Sixth Form student, you will work in partnership with
your teachers, and develop relationships with your tutors
that are supportive and based on mutual respect. There will
be some clear differences between your study at Year 11:
learning in smaller classes, you will be encouraged to read
beyond the curriculum, to work and think independently,
and be self-disciplined in your studies - essential skills for
university and beyond. We have a highly committed,
dedicated teaching staff that love their subjects and will
work hard for you. Our students are self-motivated and
want to work hard to achieve their full potential.

You will be expected to follow a professional dress code that sets an example to others. You will be encouraged to
take up positions of responsibility and develop your leadership skills, contributing to the busy life of the school
and local community.
The atmosphere of the Sixth Form is formal and mature
with greater independence for students to take
responsibility for their own learning. There will be an
expectation that Sixth Form students maintain high
standards of behaviour, appearance and dedication
to study, acting as positive role models for the rest of
the school.
Students in our Sixth Form are encouraged to grow in
understanding of their faith through a programme of RE
that includes sessions on a variety of religious and ethical
questions. In addition to this, students will play an active
and leading role in our comprehensive charity programme,
as well as our numerous liturgical opportunities.
As a Catholic community, we endeavour to respect whatever
faith tradition people come from, and will support all
members of our community in their faith journey.

Code of conduct – the partnership agreement
Independence and responsibility go hand in hand. In choosing to attend this Sixth Form, we insist you are committed,
enthusiastic, mature and cooperative to others. The positive relationship between students, teachers and parents
is essential as we support you to ﬂourish in your studies and extra-curricular interests.

What can you expect from us?

What do we expect from you?

•

Subject expertise delivered in an innovative
and exciting way.

•

A mature and responsible approach to life in
the Sixth Form.

•

A strong pastoral support programme to
help and guide you through Year 12, Year 13
and beyond.

•

Adherence to our rules and regulations.

•

A full and engaged approach to study.

A varied enrichment programme to broaden
your experience.

•

To listen to others and respect their point of view.

•

To treat other students, staff and external visitors
with respect and consideration.

•

To treat the building and equipment with respect.

•

To develop into self-motivated, thoughtful,
independent learners.

•

To act as role models for the rest of the school.

•

To fulﬁl your potential.

•

Quote here

•

•
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Bespoke guidance and support as you
choose University courses and consider
your career choices.
Academic mentoring and tracking to ensure
steady and impressive progress.
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Sixth Form
dress code
As recognition of the Sixth Formers growing maturity and
independence our dress code is based upon business principles.
The dress code strikes a balance between some degree of
individuality whilst recognising the importance of setting an example
to the younger members of the school community, parents and
visitors to the school.

Business Dress Code
We have a strict business dress code which cannot be compromised:
•

A smart business suit in dark colours – (in this document, dark
means navy, black or dark grey)

•

A smart business shirt/blouse.

•

Smart business shoes.

•

Hair styles must be such that they can easily be kept neat and do
not prevent students from participating effectively and safely in
all school activities. The dying, high or low lighting of hair in
natural colours is acceptable – other colours are not permitted.

•

No student is to wear any extreme fashion that would draw
undue attention to him/her. This includes facial piercings and
shavings/markings cut into hair or eyebrows.

Academic life
The Sixth Form offers a wide range of A Level courses and a suitable
range of vocational courses.
In addition to a wide range of academic subjects on offer in the Sixth
Form, there are opportunities for you to be involved in exciting and
challenging activities outside the classroom.
Students are encouraged to take full advantage of the proximity of
the School to central London and the easy access to cultural
enrichment offered by world-class institutions.
In the Sixth Form, your personal and social progress as students is
crucial to the success of future UCAS (the UK central organisation
through which applications are processed for entry to higher
education) applications. The Sixth Form will provide you with a
platform to demonstrate your skills and achievements, and to develop
as well-rounded young adults.

Course choice
and structure

BOYS:
•

Business shirts should have a button down, or stiff collar - casual
shirts are not permitted.

•

V-neck jumpers may be worn under blazers in the colder weather.

•

Ties must be worn.

•

Matte earrings may be worn, but only one hole in the lobe.
No other piercing of any kind is allowed.

GIRLS:
•

Dark tailored jacket, skirt, trousers or dress. Skirts and dresses
should be on or below the knee and should not be too thin or have
a visible zip.

•

Only ﬁtted blouses may be worn outside the skirt; all other
blouses must be tucked in.

•

Jumpers should be formal.

•

Fine or opaque (navy/black/ﬂesh coloured) tights may be worn no ﬁshnets or patterns.

•

Jewellery, make up (including nails) should be minimal and
discreet. No piercing other than ears are allowed, and these
should be one hole in the lobe

•

Shoes should be formal.

St Thomas the Apostle College retains the right to act as the ﬁnal
authority in the interpretation of the dress code. If unsure, parents
and students are advised to contact the Head of Sixth Form for
clariﬁcation before purchasing an item.

6

Students will typically study three subjects. They should choose these
carefully and consider future aspirations, their academic strengths
from their GCSE qualiﬁcations and which subjects interest them most.
The combination of A Level subjects is also important. In order to
support these choices, applicants will be invited to attend a
consultation meeting with staff during the Spring term to offer advice
and guidance.
Typically, students would complete Year 12 and 13 with three A Levels.
Some high achieving students will be able to complete four A Level
depending on academic achievement.
Students who prefer a vocational route will embark on a combination
of three level three BTEC subjects. These courses will be assessed
through coursework assignments and exams throughout the two
years and lead to ﬁnal qualiﬁcations that will each be equivalent to
a single A Level.

Staff at all levels go the ‘extra mile’ to
make sure pupils achieve, feel cared for
and thrive. (Ofsted)
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Senior Library

Support and Guidance

There is a library for Sixth Formers to use, containing a wide
range of recommended reading, course texts, academic
journals and newspapers to inform your studies. We also
have a JSTOR subscription to allow students to read around
their subjects. The librarian is always on hand to help you
with any queries.

There is a strong pastoral system of support, with smaller
tutor groups. This helps Sixth Form students to prepare for
university life, by learning how to study independently and
use time effectively.

Supervised Study
The supervised study programme is an initiative to help
Year 12 students manage the transition from GCSE to ALevel effectively and ensure they are starting on the right
note with their personal study from the outset. It provides
a silent environment to work in without interruption
supervised by a member of staff. At the beginning of the
term, Year 12 students are allocated three study periods per
week, but as the term progresses, their time spent in study
is reviewed each half term depending on individual
progress.

Every student will be part of a form group. Experienced and
committed tutors help students with every aspect of their
development, both pastoral and academic. Form time is
spent discussing current affairs, study skills, higher
education research and talking to the form teacher about
any issues arising from their studies. The daily contact
between students and tutors ensures close communication
and attention to their learning needs at all times.

Opportunities and diversity
Balance
Formal public examinations and their results will be critical
in your success and we know how important they are to
your future. We never lose sight of this.
However, we want students to leave STAC Sixth Form with
more than just a set of outstanding academic results. We
place a high priority on personal development and
exposure to extra-curricular activities and experiences. We
also recognise that over the next two years you will form
important, long- lasting bonds and friendships with your
peers and that this is an important part of your Sixth Form
experience.

Students’ attitudes to
learning are excellent. They
are self-assured, punctual and
ambitious. (Ofsted)

Enrichment
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Increasingly employers and universities are seeking more
than GCSEs and A levels; they are looking for interesting
young people who can demonstrate a wide range of skills
and knowledge. STAC Sixth Form students will have the
opportunity to engage in activities such as the following:

The enrichment activities take place on Wednesday
afternoons and are arranged in nine week blocks with
each student undertaking a different activity each term to
ensure every Sixth Former experiences a breadth of
activities and responsibilities.

•

Sports teams and ﬁtness activities

Through these activities students can:

•

Outdoor and adventurous activities such as DofE

•

Music performance and productions

•

Charity work for local, national and international
organisations

•

Teaching opportunities

•

Gaining ﬁrst aid qualiﬁcations

•

Language lessons

•

Additional academic qualiﬁcations

•

Cookery lessons

•

Student mentoring programmes

•

explore new skills and interests

•

become more self-sufﬁcient

•

realise their creative potential

•

take responsibility, show initiative and
leadership qualities

•

show good communication skills

•

contribute to the community

•

discover a hidden talent or develop
a lifelong interest

Higher Education Preparation

Senior Prefects

This starts early in Year 12 with talks about Higher
Education, an introduction to the university application
website (UCAS), and visits to universities and Higher
Education fairs. At the end of Year 12, with further advice
on writing personal statements and student ﬁnance, our
Sixth Formers are equipped with the knowledge and skills
to make considered and informed decisions on their postA level career.

The Sixth Form sets the standard for the rest of the school.
As role models, younger students will aspire to be like you.

With competition for university places intense, we ensure
that in Year 13 our students make wise choices and submit
the very best applications. Students embark on a work
experience placement in the summer term of year 12.
Students demonstrate independence through the ‘self-ﬁnd’
system for placements, supported by their tutor and
teacher responsible for work experience. Students are
prepared for the challenges of higher education admissions
and competitive employment and apprenticeship
opportunities through mock interviews. STAC Sixth Form
is grateful to its network of expert professionals from a
range of industries who have committed to supporting our
students.

All students are expected to live up to this challenge, in
terms of their approach to work, attitude and code of dress.
Senior students have a very high proﬁle in the school;
attending assemblies, organising events and performing
duties around the school to assist staff in ensuring the
whole school runs smoothly.
There is a rigorous and competitive application process
including a letter of application and interview with a senior
member of staff.

Common Room Study Space
The common room is a multi-faceted area where, at various
times, students can work quietly in groups or individually.
Students also use this space to socialise, or simply read and
relax with a cup of tea and a slice of toast. This is your space
and we invite you to take ownership and responsibility
for it.

Guest Speakers
When students join the STAC Sixth Form, we are aware that
in less than two years’ time they will be living independent
adult lives and need to be equipped with the knowledge
and skills to take on the world. We, therefore, make great
efforts to introduce these young people to global and
national issues. With this in mind, guest speakers are
invited in to present to the Sixth Form students in their
professional area of expertise. The programme aims to
stimulate students to consider intellectually challenging
material and form opinions on topical issues. This will also
increase the capacity of students to absorb knowledge in a
university lecture style.

Teachers’ high expectations
are at the heart of teaching in the
school. (Ofsted)

The school promotes
pupils’ spiritual, moral, social
and cultural understanding
extremely well. Teachers make
the most of opportunities to
encourage pupils to debate,
discuss and reﬂect on issues
of interest. (Ofsted)

Achieving Excellence
with Care
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