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 Sociology    
 
Introduction  
Sociology will help you understand the world around you more clearly, and 
may even change the way that you think about it. It is the study of people and 
societies – their life experiences and relationships. Students will develop their 
own social awareness, and an understanding of the wider society around 
them. The course asks questions such as, ‘Why is marriage declining?’, ‘What 
type of students do better in education?’, ‘Is the influence and importance of 
religion in decline?’ ‘Why do people commit crime?’ and many others. 
  
 
Skills you will gain  

• A greater understanding of why society is the way it is  
• An understanding of politics 
• Great analytical and evaluative skills  
• Communication skills  
• Essay writing and scientific report writing skills  
• Time management  
• Independent learning skills  
• Understanding different perspectives 
• Organisational skills  
• Problem solving skills  

  
Year 12 Outline  
You will study the three topics that make up paper 1: 
• Education (the functions of education, differential educational 

achievement in schools and educational social policy) 
• Methods in context (application of research methodology to education) 
• Theory and Methods (qualitative and quantitative research methods) 

 
You will also study one of the two topics that are covered in paper 2:  
• Families and Households (the functions of the family, the impact of 

social change on family structures and relationships and social policy)  

 
Year 13 Outline 
Year 2  

In the second year you will look at the other topic covered in paper 2:  
• Beliefs in Society (the significance of religion in contemporary 

society)  
You will also study the two topics that are covered in paper 3:  
• Crime and Deviance (explanations of crime and punishment)  
• Theory and Methods (Year 1 theory and methods plus consensus, 

conflict and social action perspectives)  
 
Assessment  
The exam board we use is AQA and the course is 100% exam based, 
with exams sat at the end of the two years. There are three papers; each 
paper is worth 80 marks and is two hours. Each paper is worth 33.3% of 
the final A level mark.   
 
Career Progression  
A Sociology A-Level can lead to a non-related degree or a BA/BSc 
degree in Sociology, which in turn can lead to a wide variety of career 
choices such as police, journalism, medicine, law, politics, human 
resources, public relations, media, education, marketing and more.    
  
Destinations 
Kyeva Graham - Social Policy, offers including University of Bath, 
University of Manchester, University of Birmingham, University of 
Warwick 
Eunice Adeshina – studying Sociology at University of Warwick 
 
Complementary Subjects  

The Sociology course content overlaps with Psychology, Philosophy & 
Ethics, History, and Economics.  
  
Entry Requirements  

 Grade 6 in GCSE English Language  
 Grade 6 in GCSE Maths  
 Grade 6 in any GCSE Humanities subject  

 


