
Maths 
 

The mathematics department at St Thomas the Apostle provides our students with engaging lessons aimed to 
challenge, stretch and inspire the next generation’s mathematicians.  As one of the two double weighted GCSE 
subjects; we explore all the dimensions of mathematics and plan to provide students with strong numerical and 
problem solving skills which can be applied beyond the classroom and examinations. 
Our aim is to see students given the chance to express their thinking in lessons where learning is not teacher-
centred but a student-centred learning process that involves everyone. 
 
As a department, we focus on pupil progress and to ensure each student fulfils their mathematical potential. We 
have a good mixture of experienced and young teachers in our team who strive to teach high quality lessons that 
focus on teaching and learning. 

KS3:  

The students will undertake a yearly carousel of topic within the Algebra, Number, Stats, Geometry and Measures 
throughout the school year. Year 7-8 will also complete several thought provoking problem solving assessments 
and investigations throughout the academic year. Year 9 will begin the KS4 course during June where they will  
cover the first two units. 
 

KS4: 

The students will embark on 21 units of GCSE mathematics topics from Algebra, Number, Statistics and probability, 
Geometry and Measures, ratio and proportion mathematics areas in great depth over the two years. Due to the 
GCSE mathematics papers have added new topics and introducing cross topic questions; students will be taught 
examination techniques and will practice exam questions as preparations for the finals. 
 

KS5: 

Students study for the Edexcel GCE A Level Mathematics course over the 2 years in sixth form. This includes pure 
mathematics topics such as algebra, trigonometry and calculus, along with applied mathematics topics in both 
mechanics and statistics. Students are thoroughly prepared for these exams through a rigorous programme of  
revision and regular assessments in line with exam board expectations and any students who are struggling to 
meet these standards are offered weekly support classes.  
 
Many of our students apply to study Mathematics and related subjects at university – there are many                
opportunities for these students to attend mathematical lectures, take part in competitions and explore problem 
solving challenges both in and out of school.  
 
Students with the highest GCSE Mathematics grades may also opt to study an extra A Level in Further Mathematics, 
which introduces some of the most challenging areas of pure mathematics such as complex numbers, matrices 
and polar coordinates as well as extending their knowledge of applied topics. 
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