
History 
 

The History Department at St Thomas the Apostle aim for students to understand the relevance of history, in order 
to make sense of current affairs and the world around them. We also want our students to be culturally aware in 
their development of understanding of why past peoples have acted in certain ways. The day when History was 
just about dates and terms has long passed. The History curriculum at St Thomas the Apostle now encourages 
students to develop a wide range of skills such as being analytical, critical thinkers with excellent powers of     
reasoning. We want students to understand that history is all around them, so want our historians to engage in 
History outside the classroom, in London and beyond.  

KS3:  

Our KS3 curriculum offers students an overview of History from the Roman Empire to the 20th Century. Highlights of 
year 7 include our study of the Black Death, the annual Castle competition alongside their study of William the 
Conqueror and the horrible History of the Tudors. In year 8 students look at the horrors of the slave trade and 
challenges of life in the slums of industrialised Britain, as well as looking at how the UK has developed into an 
‘Immigration Nation’. Students also love our study of ‘Days that Shook the World’ where each week we study a   
different Historical day that has greatly impacted History, such as 9/11, Tiananmen Square, the fall of the Berlin 
Wall and the Chernobyl incident. 
 
KS4 – Eduqas Specification:   
 
KS4 history follows the Eduqas 9-1 specification. We offer two overview studies of the 20th Century USA and        
Elizabethan Britain, as well as two studies in depth of Nazi Germany and Medicine through time.  
 

KS5:  

 
At KS5 we have already achieved some outstanding results, with 100% students achieving an A-B grade at A level. 
Year 12 students study the Cold War in Europe, the mid Tudor Crisis and Elizabeth I. In year 13 they look at Civil 
Rights in the USA (African Americans, Native Americans, Trade Unions and Women) alongside embarking on their 
first real piece of historical research! Year 13 students will write a 4000 word essay on a debate of their own choice 
as the coursework element. This is a fantastic opportunity to prepare them for the skills needed at university.  

KS3 Trip to Edinburgh 

History Film Club visit the local cinema 

Berlin trip 


