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History     
  

Introduction  
 
History is not the study of events and dates, but rather an investigation 
about who we are and the shape of the world around us. Through the 
study of History, we ask the big questions about the development of 
human society over time and the changes and challenges which have 
shaped the world we live in.  Our aim is to engage pupils to develop their 
own critical thinking to investigate the world around them. Through the 
study of History, we aim to develop a sense of identity and our place in 
the world.  The course follows the OCR A specification.  
    
Unit 1:  British History – The Later Tudors 25%  
 
Students complete a source and themes based paper where they use 
sources to investigate the Mid Tudor Crisis before visiting Elizabethan 
England. They will study how religion, government, financial, economic 
and social affairs impacted upon Elizabeth’s reign.   
  
Unit 2:  Non-British History – The cold War in Europe 15%  
 
Students will study the Cold War in Europe from 1945 to the 1990s. This 
unit will give them a coherent understanding of this non-British period 
with a focus on how the Cold War developed and ended, as well as how 
it impacted upon east and west Germany and relations between the USA 
and USSR.   
  
Unit 3:  Thematic study 40%  
 
Students will carry out a thematic study of the USA from 1865 to the 1990s 
cover the four areas of African Americans, Native Americans, Trade 
Unions and Women’s rights. They will use their knowledge to evaluate 
interpretations of this period too.   
  

 

  
Unit 4:   
 
Coursework 20%  
Pupils will complete a 3000-4000-word essay on a topic of their choice which 
may arise from content studied in other units.   
  
Career Progression  
 
A-Level History studies are essential to any pupil wishing to study History at 
degree level. Due to the communication, analysis, interpretation and 
organisation skills learnt during History A Level, it can also lead into careers 
in journalism, law, education, research, archaeology, politics, business and 
much more.  
  
Complementary Subjects  
 
Due to the literacy and interpretation focus, History would be a great 
compliment to any pupils studying any other Humanities course such as 
Geography, Economics and Philosophy & Ethics. Additionally, History A Level 
is extremely complementary to English Literature.    
   
Entry Requirements  
 
• Grade 6 in GCSE History  

• Grade 6 in GCSE English Language 
• Enthusiastic pupils with a 7 grade in other Humanities subjects will be 

considered on an individual basis.   
   

   
  

 


