
English 
 

The English department at St Thomas the Apostle aims to enable and empower our students to be skilled and 
confident readers and writers.  We believe every student should have the opportunity to become excellent      
communicators, whether that be through reading, writing or speaking and listening.  We also aim to foster a     
lifelong love of literature and all the enjoyment that comes with enjoying beautifully written texts.   

KS3:  

Our aim at KS3 is not only just to prepare our boys to do exceptionally well in their GCSEs (which we are incredibly 
effective at doing) but we also make it our mission to encourage a love of learning and understanding through the 
study of a wide variety of texts both from the contemporary and pre-twentieth century literary canon. 

Year 7 

Modern Novel: Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo. 

Drama: Hamlet by William Shakespeare. 

20th Century Novel: The Call of the Wild by Jack London 

Poetry: Black British Poetry 

Non-Fiction: Travel Writing 

Greek Myths 

Year 8  

19th Century Novel: Great Expectations 

Genre: The Gothic 

Non-Fiction: A study of 20th Century non-fiction literature extracts 

Poetry: War Poetry 

Drama: Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare 

Modern Novel: Animal Farm 
 

 

KS4 – AQA English Language and Literature:   

Students are awarded 2 GCSEs in English:  Language and           

Literature.   

 

At St Thomas the Apostle, in order to maximise their chances of 

success students prepare for their GCSE Literature in Year 9 and 

10, sitting the exam at the end of Yr 10.  They will then spend Yr 11 

preparing for their English Language GCSE. 

Extra-Curricular 

There are many varied extra-curricular        
activities within the English department, these 
include:  

Debate Mate 

A club available to all students from Year 7 to 
10. This club focuses on developing speaking 
and listening skills and on raising the        
confidence of the students, particularly when 
it comes to meeting students from other 
schools and putting their debating skills to the 
test. It's a great opportunity for the boys to 
become experts at working within a team and 
to develop into mature students who are able 
to articulate themselves fluently and          
confidently.  

STAC Readers 

STAC Readers are a small and elite group of 
Year 9 readers who read for pleasure and 
meet every Thursday to discuss their books, 
develop their speaking and listening skills and 
eat cake! Having covered a diverse range of 
books, the boys have shadowed this year's 
CILIP Carnegie Medal shortlist - the premier 
award for quality YA literature. Their critiques 
and book reviews can be found on our      
website:  

http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/
grouphomepages/index.php?GroupID=27082  

http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/grouphomepages/index.php?GroupID=27082
http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/grouphomepages/index.php?GroupID=27082


Year 9 and 10 
Students will be preparing for the new AQA English Literature Examination. Students will study a selection of      
literary works and practise approaches to reading and writing. Students will study Macbeth by William Shakespeare 
and The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson. 
They will also be studying An Inspector Calls by JB Priestly and a selection of poetry from the AQA Relationships 
Cluster. 
 
Year 11 
Students will be preparing for the new AQA English Language Examination.  Students will study a selection of fiction 
and literary non-fiction extracts and practise approaches to reading and writing. 
 
Assessment 
The new English GCSEs are assessed by 100% examination. To best prepare students for success in examinations, 
they will sit a practice part of a GCSE exam at the end of every half term. These grades will be recorded and used to 
monitor progress. 
 
Homework 
Students will receive one homework each week. This will take the form of a comprehension task or extended       
research task to support the ideas studied in the classroom. 
In Key Stage 4 homework tasks may also consist of extended pieces of writing. 
 
How to Support your Son’s learning 
  
The most profound and powerful way to support your son’s learning in English, and indeed in any subject, is to  
encourage him to read. Find books your son enjoys, find books to challenge your son, read with him, read to him, 
make sure he has a library card. Good readers are good writers and good thinkers. 
 
 
KS5: 

 
We want our students to experience a broad range of classical and modern authors, using texts that are directly 
relevant to their lives and cultural histories. We explore representations of race and gender in nearly all the texts 
we study, from English writers such as: 
 
 Shakespeare—Othello 
 John Webster—The Duchess of Malfi  
 Joseph Conrad—Heart of Darkness 
 Sam Selvon—The Lonely Londoners 
 
As well as the American novelists:  
 Alice Walker—The Color Purple   
 Toni Morrison—Beloved.  
 
We also intend to broaden the students’ knowledge of modern British poetry, especially through the work of Philip 
Larkin who was recently named as Britain’s greatest post-war writer by The Times newspaper.  

Recent trips in the English department include:  

 Exploration of the magnificent Gothic Cemetery at Nunhead 

 A West End Theatre trip to watch An Inspector Calls 

 A visit to the Globe to listen to an academic lecture before watching Othello by candlelight 

 A trip to see a modern version of Macbeth at the Young Vic theatre 
 A day of lectures presented at the Institute of Education, with Carol Ann Duffy, focussing on 

exam knowledge 


