
Drama 
 

The Drama department at St. Thomas the Apostle College deliver exciting and dynamic opportunities for your son 
to create, perform and respond to theatre both in lessons and during extra-curricular activities. The Department 
is housed in a purpose build Drama Studio with exceptional, professional lighting and sound facilities as well as 
raked seating for performances. 
 
In Drama, all students are encouraged to perform and to improve their self-confidence. The Department ensures 
a safe and supportive environment in which to do this. We also promote creative, imaginative and team work 
skills during lessons which will benefit students in all areas of their academic and social lives. In Drama, students     
develop evaluation skills and learn to feedback to others in a supportive manner. In addition, students explore 
social issues in the world today and attempt to develop their own opinions and beliefs. 
 
Drama forms part of the college’s Expressive Arts Faculty alongside Music and Dance. Students are taught Drama 
skills which allow them to express their beliefs as well as create performances that they feel proud of.  

KS3:  

During Year 7 and 8, students will experience twenty taught 
hours of Drama and are encouraged to participate in extra-
curricular activities. During the curriculum time, students are 
given opportunities to explore different characters and perform 
them on stage as well as begin to take on roles of other people 
in the theatre industry such as costume and set designers. 
There is also an element of script learning in the Key Stage 3 
course and all students are encouraged to experience live   
theatre. 
 

KS4 – Edexcel Drama: 

GCSE Drama begins in Year 9.The course requires students to 
devise their own theatre productions, perform using a script, 
study a play in-depth and evaluate live theatre. Skills that have 
been developed in Year 7 and 8 are built upon and students are 
able to produce work that they are proud of, often choosing to 
perform for their peers and relatives. Work that GCSE students 
have created in the past has been showcased at prestigious 
venues such as Theatre Peckham, The Sam Wanamaker       
Playhouse and Southwark Playhouse and students have been 
congratulated by the Deputy Mayor of Southwark for their 
achievements in Drama.  

Extra-Curricular 

The Expressive Arts Faculty works together to     
produce a musical each year. In recent years we 
have successfully produced Joseph and his Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat, The Lion King and The    
Jungle Book; each year keeps on getting better! The 
2019 production, We Will Rock You, based on the 
music of Queen, was a huge success and described 
as “spellbinding” by Southwark news.  
Students can become involved as actors, singers, 
dancers, musicians, designers or technical  
assistants and are always very successful in their 
roles. The faculty also collaborates annually to 
showcase the work of students during the Summer 
Concert which s an enjoyable evening where  
students stun family and friends with their talents. 
 
The school has outstanding links with the Young Vic 
theatre, Southwark Playhouse and Shakespeare’s 
Globe resulting in many free ticket offers for our 
students as well as workshop and exciting  
placement opportunities. In addition, we have  
excellent links with Theatre Peckham, London Bub-
ble and Blue Elephant Theatre where students are 
given opportunities to join in local Drama activities 
after school hours.  
 
STAC also has strong links with Mountview Academy 
of Theatre Arts, one of the UK’s leading Drama 
schools, which re-located to Peckham in September 
2018. In the Autumn Term a selected group of STAC 
students take part in The Bridge Project where they 
work on a 12 week programme after school with 
acting graduates from Mountview to develop their 
performance and improvisation skills. The project 
culminates in a showcase of their work at 
Mountview in front of an audience of friends, family 
and industry professionals.  


