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Business Studies  
  

Introduction  
 
Business is front-page news. The way companies operate is under 
greater scrutiny than ever before, while TV programmes like the 
Apprentice and Dragon’s Den have raised the profile of business to 
a new generation.  
Business A Level enables students to engage with, explore and 
understand business behaviour and develop a critical 
understanding of what business is and does.  
 
Year 12 Outline  
 
The A level course includes the following topics:  
1. What is business?  
2. Managers, leadership and decision making.  
3. Decision making to improve marketing performance.  
4. Decision making to improve operational performance.  
5. Decision making to improve financial performance.  
6. Decision making to improve human resource performance.  
 
Year 13 Outline  
 
The A level incorporates the same six topics as the AS Level, plus the 
following additional topics:  
1. Analysing the strategic position of a business.  
2. Choosing strategic direction.  
3. Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies.  
4. Managing strategic change.  
  
No matter what your vision, this course gives you a powerful start to 
launch you on to becoming a successful business person. All the key 
topics of starting and running a business are covered. Among the 
many benefits, this specification is designed to encourage 
candidates to develop real-life skills needed for further study and 
future employment.  

 

Assessment  
 
A Level Examinations  
Paper 1: Business 1:  33.3% of A level  
2 hours examination, 100 marks  
Paper 2: Business 2: 33.3% of A level  
2 hours examination, 100 marks  
Paper 3: Business 3: 33.3% of A level  
2 hours examination, 100 marks  
   
Career Progression  
 
The Business Studies A level course gives students an incredibly powerful 
start to launch themselves on to becoming a business person. All the key 
topics of starting and running a business are covered. Armed with this 
knowledge, maybe students could be giving Richard Branson a run for his 
money in a few years’ time!  
   
Complementary Subjects  
 
Students who take Business Studies will find that it combines well with 
subjects such as Geography, Psychology, English, Mathematics and Modern 
Languages, but students committed to the arts or sciences should also 
consider taking Business Studies in this cost-centred world.  
  
Entry Requirements  
  
• Grade 6 in GCSE English Language  
• Grade 6 in GCSE Mathematics 
• Grade 6 in GCSE Business Studies is desirable, but not essential 
• Grade 6 in a Humanities (Geography, History, RE) if Business hasn’t been 

studied at GCSE  
• Distinction in BTEC Business First Diploma is desirable, but not essential 

 
 


