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BTEC Applied Medical Science 
Level 3  
  
  
Introduction  
 
The Extended certificate course (equivalent of 1 A-level) builds on the 
knowledge and understanding of all 3 GCSE disciplines (Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics).  During the course you will need to be able to 
communicate effectively, conduct practical investigations and research 
information independently from a variety of sources. You will also be 
expected to complete assignments to a strict deadline. Due to large 
written content expected for assignments and the need to be able to 
handle and interpret data.  
  
This course will appeal to students who:  

• have an interest in furthering their understanding in Science to 
Level 3.  

• enjoy carrying out investigations in the laboratory.  
• are independent learners and can stick to strict deadlines.  
• are looking towards careers in health-related professions (such 

as nursing, midwifery or Paramedics), or who wish to continue and 
study a Science related topic at University.  

  
Course Outline  
 
Over the 2 year course you will study 4 modules; Principals and  
Applications of Science, Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques, 
Science Investigation Skills (these modules are all compulsory), with 
Biological Molecules and Metabolic Pathways being an optional module.  
  
These modules will be examined both internally through various 
coursework assignments and externally in examinations.  
  

 

  
  

Assessment  
 
Unit 1 Principals and Applications of Science (external exam)  
Unit 2 Practical Scientific procedures (internally assessed)  
Unit 3 Science Investigation Skills (external task and exam)  
Biological Molecules and Metabolic Pathways (internally assessed)  
  
Overall 58% External exam and 42% internal coursework assignments  
  
Career Progression  
 
BTEC Applied Science leads on to a wide range of courses and careers. 
You could go on to use this course to support other qualifications or 
progress onto further studies or employment. These could be:  

• a degree course in certain Science related subjects (selected 
Universities only). 

• the Achievement of a Merit grade or higher will open up courses in 
Nursing (and nursing related courses) and Paramedics.   
   
Complementary Subjects  
 
Any other BTEC course  
  
Entry Requirements  
 

• Grade 5-5 in GCSE Combined Science.   
 

 


