
St Thomas the Apostle College A Level Course Guide  
Politics  
 
Introduction  
On your journey to school, in the food that you eat, and in the salary 
you’ll eventually receive; politics is all around you, and impacts every 
aspect of your life. By looking into the history, structure, and tensions 
within our democratic institutions, Politics helps you to understand 
how the decisions that affect you are made.  
 
If you enjoy spending time discussing and debating important issues, 
then Politics is for you. 
 
Course Content 
 
UK Politics and Core Political Ideas 

• UK politics explores how people engage with democracy in the UK. We 
will continually analyse the extent to which institutions and 
processes can be classed as democratic. Focus will be on the role and 
scope of political parties. 

• The conservative, liberal, and socialist ideologies will be examined in 
detail. Key thinkers and principles surrounding these ideologies will 
be discussed alongside their application to human nature, the state, 
society, and the economy. 
UK Government and Non-Core Political Ideas 

• Evaluating the roles and powers of the major branches of government 
will allow you to gain a deep understanding of where, how, and by 
whom political decisions are made. 

• The core ideas and key thinkers of ideologies such as Feminism, 
Anarchism, Ecologism, Multiculturalism, and Nationalism will be 
explored. 
Comparative Politics 

• Students will have the opportunity to gain an understanding of 
national, international, and global dimensions of politics. Real world 
examples and current issues will be utilised to develop an 
understanding of abstract political concepts. 

 

Assessment  
A Level Examination  
Paper 1: UK Politics and Core Political Ideas    
2-hour examination, 84 marks (2 essay questions). 33.3% of A Level qualification.  
Paper 2: UK Government and Non-Core Political Ideas    
2-hour examination, 84 marks (2 essay questions). 33.3% of A Level qualification.  
Paper 3: Comparative Politics 
2-hour examination, 84 marks (2 essay-based questions and two shorter questions). 
33.3% of A level qualification.  
  
Career Progression  
Politics is a very well regarded subject that will put students in an excellent 
position to study any degree related to Politics and International Relations at 
university. Beyond this, the analysis of the interaction between the political process 
and society will place students in a good position to study any social science 
degree.  
Politics can lead into a number of careers such as law, journalism, public service, 
and employment in non-governmental organisations. 
 
Complementary Subjects  
English complements this A Level as the communication skills required for both are 
similar. History, Economics, Philosophy and Ethics, Sociology, and Geography are 
excellent compliments due to some overlapping content. Nevertheless, Politics 
combines well with most subjects. 
 
Entry Requirements  
 

• Grade 6 in GCSE English Language. 
• Grade 6 in GCSE History 
• Students who have not studied GCSE History, yet have a grade 6 in 
another humanities subject will be considered on an individual basis 

•  
• The course suits students with a keen interest in current affairs and strong 

analytical and essay writing skills. 



 


