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Music  

  
Introduction  
 
Edexcel Music A Level is simple in design, mirroring the GCSE 
specification structure, yet comprehensive and challenging. Music A 
level is an excellent second or third A level as it compliments arts 
and sciences, as well as being something a little different, with 
University admissions departments looking favourably on this. The 
course is also, of course, excellent preparation for those wishing to 
study music or related subjects at higher education level and beyond. 
  

Career Progression  
 
A large number of universities offer courses that would enable the 
student to continue his or her studies at degree level, at which point 
they may wish to specialise in performance, composition, sound 
engineering and production, and much more. Music degrees can lead 
to BA, BSc or BMus qualifications. Career possibilities are broad, and 
include jobs in various sectors. Music graduates are not only found 
in music, media and arts sectors; but are also seen as strong 
candidates for graduate schemes – employers recognise their 
creativity, adaptability and resilience.  

  
Complementary Subjects  
 
Music is a versatile subject and can easily be combined with other 
subjects from the Arts, Languages, Sciences, Humanities and Maths. 
Music at A Level is an incredibly diverse subject and allows you to 
develop a variety of skills that will be of use in other subjects, as well 
as in Higher Education and eventual employment. 

 

Year 12 Outline  

• Unit 1: Performing Music 
• Unit 2: Composing Music 
• Unit 3: Developing Musical Understanding 
•  

Year 13 Outline  

• Unit 4: Extended Performance 
• Unit 5: Composition and Technical Study 
• Unit 6: Further Musical Understanding   

 
 Entry Requirements 
 
• Grade 6 at GCSE Music or Grade 5 theory pass. 
• Basic Keyboard skills are necessary 
• Grade 3+ instrumental exam pass 
• Willingness to continue instrumental lessons, maintaining regular 

practice 
• Confidence in reading music notation 

 
o N.B Students without music theory experience you will be 

required to take compulsory classes offered by the music 
department as part of their essential development during the 
course  

o N.B Students who do not have GCSE music will be required to 
do a series of entry tests to show that they have the music 
knowledge required to meet the demands of the course.  

 
 

 


