
St Thomas the Apostle College A Level Course Guide  

 Geography  
 Introduction  

A Level Geography is an exciting subject which will allow you to understand 
your own place on our planet. Studying geography will deepen your 
understanding of many contemporary challenges including climate change, 
food security and our energy choices. We teach a new and innovative exam 
specification which asks relevant questions about what is happening in the 
world right now. Ever wondered…  
  

• How people survive in the slums of the world’s megacities?   
• How should we best manage Britain’s coastline?  
• Why do so many people often die in earthquakes located in 

developing countries?  
• How the Olympics have transformed East London? 
• What globalisation is?  

  
We adopt a student-centred, enquiry-based approach to learning in which 
teachers and students are partners in the learning process. You will 
develop analysis, evaluation and decision-making skills. You will also be 
given the opportunity to conduct independent research and communicate 
your arguments to other pupils.   
   
Component 1: Physical Geography   
2 hours 30 minutes = 120 marks   
40% of A-level   

• Water and carbon cycles  
• Coastal systems   
• Ecosystems under stress 

     Component 2: Human Geography 
    2 hours 30 minutes = 120 marks  
    40% of A-level   

• Changing places  
• Global systems and global governance   
• Population and the environment   

   
Component 3: Geography Fieldwork Investigation   
• 3,000–4,000 words = 60 marks  
• 20%   
  
Career Progression  
 
Statistics show that compared to other subjects, Geography graduates are 
amongst the most employable. This is because of the wide range of skills 
students acquire at university.  Geography A Level provides an excellent 
foundation for moving on to a broad range of careers including working for 
an aid agency, environmental work, using Geographical Information 
Systems or working as a civil servant.   

Geographers are: Geographers can: 

• Good communicators 
• Spatially aware 
• Environmentally aware 
• Problem solvers 
• Good team players 
• Computer literate 
• Well-rounded, flexible thinkers 

• Make a concise report  
• Handle data  
• Ask questions and find 

answers  
• Make decisions about an 

issue  
• Analyse material  
• Organise themselves 

   

 
Complementary Subjects  
 
Geography shares common topics with Economics and Science, but combines 
successfully with nearly every other A Level subject combination.  
 
Entry Requirements  
 

• Grade 6 in GCSE Geography  
 
 
 



 


