
St Thomas the Apostle College A Level Course Guide  

   English Literature  
Introduction  
A Level English is suitable for students who:  
• want to further develop their understanding of English Literature 

and Literature from around the world  
• have an interest in the place of art and storytelling in society and 

throughout history  
• want to use English to support many other qualifications or 

progress onto further studies or employment  
• want to develop their skills of analysis and interpretation in order 

to support other studies and future career choices  
• want to understand the creative process of writing and develop 

their own writing skills.  
 

The qualification builds on the knowledge, understanding and 
process skills that you will have developed in GCSE English Literature 
and Language. The transferable skills of analysis and interpretation 
are central to this A Level.  
  
Course Outline  
Students will study a selection of literature from across a variety of 
historical periods and genres, with an emphasis on post-colonial 
writing from Britain and America. Texts to be studied include the great 
Shakespearean tragedy Othello, Sam Selvon’s ground-breaking novel 
The Lonely Londoners, as well as an extended comparison of two 
American novels from the twentieth century. A significant amount of 
the course is also devoted to twenty-first century poetry, allowing 
students to discuss the most recent developments and innovations in 
English Literature from across the country.  At the end of the course, 
students will sit three exams focusing on Drama, Prose and Poetry. 

  

 

Assessment 
The three examinations of Prose, Poetry and Drama account for 80% of 
the final grade. The remaining 20% is accorded to coursework.  
  
Career Progression  
English leads on to a wide range of courses and careers. You could go on 
to use English to support other qualifications or progress onto further 
studies or employment. This could include:  
• a higher degree in English Literature  
• a Post Graduate Certificate in Education, which is required to teach 

in primary and secondary schools  
• a career in journalism, advertising or publishing  
• a career in the law  

  
Complementary Subjects  
With its focus on analysis and argument, English Literature will 
complement any A Level combination. It is unique in its position as a 
crossover subject that is respected by university departments across the 
arts and sciences. It is typically studied with other essay-based subjects 
(see list below), but our success as a course has certainly benefited from 
welcoming a diverse range of intellects over the years. 
• History  
• Psychology   
• Sociology  
• Philosophy & Ethics  

 
Entry Requirements  
  
• Level 6 or above in GCSE English Language and Literature   

 


